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Rapids Bishop Joseph Breitenbeck,

Sister Patrice Konwinski was going of

to have her picture taken
John Paul Il and a group
lic bishops from the United States.

One of only a handful of U.S.

ed an enthusiastic response’
the pontiff when introduced in
traditional papal greeting line.

As the photographer set up the

picture, the pope raised his hand
stopped every- i
thing and
asked: “Where
s the sister
chancellor?”
A sea of red
and black
obes parted to
eveal the di-
ninutive nun.
The Pope
miled and
ointed to the
pot on his right ’
f honor. That’s where Ko ki
tood when the camera :
For Konwinski; a Dominicar nu
ppointed chancellor.in the Catho-

¢ Diocese of Grand Rapids dio- | c..
ese two years ago, the brief scene 7 -
nderscored the present Catholic
hurch leader’s interest in women.

But the photo — all men and one
‘oman — also was a glaring snap-
hot pointing up the lack of women
aders in the Catholic Church.

“I see progress,” says Kon-
inski, “And I think with it lots of
pportunity and challenges . for
omen in the church. At the same
me I think we need to be patient.
erhaps progress isn't as fast as
e'd like it to be.” ; ,

In the continuing war women
wve been waging to enter the job
arket in the United States, even

ose Christian churches who hold
juality between the sexes as an ;
eal don’t always practice what
ey preach, statistics show.

still

Visiting Rome with then-Grand

|

|
|
nuns to act as chief administrator
of a diocese, Konwinski had elicit-|

with Pope
of Catho-

m;’
€

— the Italian place }

‘More than half, including

the - National * Council
Churches showed the number

women ministers in America had
doubled from 1977 to 1987, climb-

ing from 10,470 to 20,730, -

“‘We still have congregations that
refuse to accept women,” says the |-
Rev. Sharon Rader, district super-
intendent for - the Iocal United"
Methodist Church. “But there are Th,
more and more congregations that gj

understand that we make
ments_without _ co

nominations are the

odist. ‘and = the ~_ Episcopaliqa

churches. (see chart).
'~ The CRC’s sister church in Wi

T see progress. .. . At

the same time I think we }'Fai" gelgéhglglénf: e A
nced to be patient. i et women that's taking
Perhaps progress isn’t 5 dncreasing number of people
as fast as we’d like it t0 | on ordaining wemen's 2s outdated

be 3

face

the
i Catholic Church and the Grand
Rapids-based Christian Reformed
Church, still do not ordain women.
In those that do, the vast majority
women ministers are still asso-
ciate pastors, sole pastors at small-
er, rural congregations, teachers
and missionaries. The job of senior wy
pastor — a more prestigious posi-
tion professionally — almost al-

| ways falls to men, statistics show.
And yet the numbers are leaning
toward the feminist cause. A studg;_ ’
o) i

Um;ted Metl- 1988 apostolic letter,

o Py

en for more than 10 years. But‘m

show an ongoi
to put women into the.
tionally,
dained
Synod
Grand Rapids, that
percent. ' '

A young
outside the
office at
Church, an RCA communj

ministers are women. In

married. The other
man, wasn’t available,

S0, 'a church  staffer
“Would you take a woman?”

I'ter.” -

s says,
nat make her feel like
ile option instead of a

- In fact,
ever becomes an issue,

of

ur;léy . I've been ;
rised at how I've been received,”
e next

. whose primary busi.
is financial 'ppmax%rnan ‘

itel lot theology, views her work as “a

'ership with the ordained min-
and uott a subordinate role.

€ present pontiff is on record

- IS & ready critic of discrimination

I N

£

for more respect for women an

and culturally conditioned, not reli-
- glously dictated.

mmcemem Sister Patrice Konwinsh -

pulpit. Na: came o
only 4.6 of 's o 19, 20 years ago (following the Sec-
nicrers.of the RCAstg;ondBYati‘can Council) looking at the
of Michigan, which includasPoSSibilities. As you live your-life
number js gYOU See it’s more sad.” -

/1. In"an equal-opportunity :
/like the United States, the Catholic
coupl i . ;
Re‘\? eDa‘;?,s mamant hold-out on the question of
i Communijty allowing women into the ministry
jn— is paddling upstream and feeling
Spring Lake. They wanted tg getthe pull of the current. The pope’s
€ 8ot have the authority” to ordain
asked: Women chaffs against the sensibil-

On the balance it's been wonder- %' wle :
and comments ‘gerard pain, elicited more angry
an automo- | paes o

sSur-~
generation of boys and
church

~“For me it is sad,” says Sister

nJarrett DeWyse, director of minis-

try and mission for the Grand Rap-
ids Dominican " Sisters. “Maybe

.more sad than angry. I came out of

ity society

, Church’s hierarchy — the most ad-

insistence that the church “does

ities of many Catholic nuns and lay

j- women who feel called to the
;, priesthood. :

The second draft of the National

Ieft, ullt: onference of Catholic Bishop's
_pointed to her and said i pastoral on women reaffirms the
;voce to a friend, “’Ihaf’as!d oulrn ms;gtits? church’s age-old stance against

women as priests. The document,
which acknowledges womens’ an-

‘responses from women who feel

her mlmmmmé b they’ve waited too long to have a
‘the 34

share in their church’s sacramental
and teaching authority. ]
“It makes me mad when I think
about it,” DeWyse says. “Why is it
that the rest of us can be saying this
for years and it’s not going to hap-
pen until the bishops say it? Until
men say it, women will not be
heard.” T :

Many in the Christian Reformed

Church feel the same way. As the

g Rev. Melvin Hugen, professor at
- Calvin Theological seminary, put

it: “Year after year women have to
hear their own role discussed again
“at synod by all males. And that’s a
very painful process.” .

- This year will be no exception.
The Grand Rapids-based CRC will
‘once again take up the issue of
women in its church at its annual

« . i . Do g TGS Ry synod, .begmmng Tuesday on the
inclusive dr ' against women in so‘%:ntyt.h‘lanDlix; ampus °th alvin Coll elgea b
: el ey Although most people don -
nity of Women,” the pope calleg lieve the much-anﬁcci:pated. t‘tepotn
7 iscrimination from the church’s “Committee to
condemned sexual discrimination Pt
and domination of women as “sin,” Study Headship” will settle the
But the pope’s own critics —

CRC'’s 20-year-old debate on the
place of women in the denomina- -
tion, it may move the argument
from what has been for both sides a
sometimes frustrating stagnation.



