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… co-creating with the Divine
habitats where diverse communities

of flora and fauna can flourish… 

– from the Prairie Habitat Mission Statement

The Prairie Habitat at Marywood is a Dominican Sisters eco-justice initiative.
With the able assistance from the broader community, we make visible  

our commitment “that all the Earth is sacred and interconnected.’  

We welcome volunteers of all skill levels to assist with caring for 
our native habitat.

Dominican Sisters ~ Grand Rapids •  Reception (616) 514-3325
2025 Fulton Street NE  •  Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 

Welcome to the Prairie at Marywood.  
All are invited to visit our prairie to observe 
its ever-changing character and blossoms. 

Park in the Marywood Health Center lot on  
Lakeside Drive to access the prairie located on  

the Northwest corner of Fulton Street and  
Lakeside Drive on Marywood Campus.

Volunteers please bring garden gloves, water bottles, garden trowels, sturdy 
or waterproof shoes and boots depending on seasonal conditions. Feel free to 
bring other favorite gardening tools if you have them.

Volunteer Opportunities

To Volunteer: please contact Lucille Janowiak, OP, for activity and  
schedule information: mljanowiak@earthlink.net  
cell: (616) 558-4915   •   office: (616) 514-3353

Prairie Location: Northwest Corner of Fulton Street  
and Lakeside Drive on Marywood Campus

•  Preserving the healthy prairie by identifying and  
    removing non-prairie plants and pruning native  
    plants for balanced growth  

•  Collecting, preparing and replanting seeds 

•  Maintaining the boundary between prairie and lawn

•  Planting new species

The Prairie Habitat at Marywood qualifies 
for Master Naturalist Certification.



Dominican Sisters ~ Grand Rapids and Marywood

Dominican Sisters ~ Grand Rapids has a long history of enriching spiritual and 
life journeys through education, health and human service, and pastoral ministries 
in the United States and other locations around the world. 

Their deep roots go back centuries to a monastery in Ratisbon, Bavaria (also called 
Regenberg) in Germany. In 1853, a small group of semi-cloistered nuns arrived 
from in New York to teach German immigrant children. More Sisters followed. 
In 1877, the Congregation opened a school in Traverse City. In 1989, the Bishop 
called upon the Sisters to run St. John’s Home 
in Grand Rapids. Here they taught and cared 
for children of the poor. It also served as the 
Dominican Sisters’ motherhouse. 

In 1917, a 27-acre former dairy farm at 
the corner of Fulton Street and Lakeside 
Drive was purchased to house the growing 
Congregation of Sisters. The scenic wooded 
area, a favorite prayer and picnic spot, was 
named Marywood. 

Dominican Sisters founded and administered 
schools in New Mexico and Michigan, 
including Marywood Academy in Grand 
Rapids over many decades. In 1886, the 
Congregation of Sisters founded the learning institution that would become 
Aquinas College in 1940.

Dominican Sisters minister as individuals in community working in education, 
hospitals, hospice, and social services. Marywood is home to an expanding adult 
healthcare ministry which includes Aquinata Hall, Marywood Health Center and 
Marywood Home Health. As Dominicans, they honor art as an expression of 
faith and spirit. They foster spiritual life and growth in parishes, through Liturgy 
at three chapels on Marywood campus, and through programming at  
the Dominican Center of Marywood.

Mission
Promoting Earth’s sacred role

and co-creating with the Divine
habitats where diverse communities

of flora and fauna can flourish;
Providing a contemplative space where all are 

invited to connect with, and to learn from, Creation.

www.grdominicans.org • www.dominicancenter.com
facebook.com/dominicansistersgrandrapids  
facebook.com/dominicancenter

The Prairie Habitat at Marywood

 
Until 2005, manicured lawn covered the prairie 
location on Marywood campus.  
 
In that year, the Marywood Health Center was 
completed. Construction plans called for a bio-
swale below the parking to catch and slow down 
water run-off  and filter it before it entered the 
public storm drainage system. Twin Lakes Nursery 
worked with Cardno-JF New, a seed company 
specializing in native plants. They designed and 
installed a prairie garden using native wild grasses 
and flowers. 

 

As with any habitat, invasive species can influence the balance. It was in 
2011 that a Prairie Committee formed to tend this suburban prairie space 
ensuring that the native plants would thrive. With the help of Marywood 
groundskeepers, the River City Wild Ones and other volunteers, Sisters 
removed non-native plants and added prairie plants to increase bio-diversity. 

Today, the Prairie Habitat at Marywood is a community magnet. 
Educational programs are offered. Visitors and volunteers witness its 
frequent transformation. Committee members installed Bluebird houses.  
An Eagle Scout designed and built cedar benches, recruiting his troop to 
help install them. The benches overlook the Prairie providing a place for 
respite and contemplation. 


